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they can respond more quickly and effec-
tively.

Chief Samarra has told us what a dif-
ference these new tools can make here in
Alexandria. And the Vice President has put
together a task force to help more commu-
nities take maximum advantage of available
technology.

Police carry a heavy burden, but we know
they can’t carry it alone, and we have to do
more to engage all our communities in the
fight against crime, to help win the fight po-
lice have been waging so successfully.

We also have in this budget additional
funds for community-based crime-fighting,
everything from neighborhood DA’s to work
closely with police and residents, to faith-
based organizations to help to prevent juve-
nile crime.

And I want to say one last thing about the
role of the police. We could never have got-
ten the prevention funds we have gotten in
the last 5 years if the law enforcement com-
munity hadn’t advocated it. I was astonished
when I came to Washington to see how many
Members of Congress were literally afraid to
vote for prevention—afraid that people back
home would think they were soft on crime
or weak or looking the other way. But when
all the people in uniform who had their lives
on the line came up and testified, ‘‘Hey, we
cannot jail our way out of this problem.
We’ve got to keep more of these kids out
of trouble in the first place. That’s the least
expensive, most humane, most ethical to pro-
ceed here’’—you made it possible for these
programs to work.

One of the things that’s really going to help
you do your job is something that is going
to be in my education budget I announced
last week. We are going to triple the funds
for after-school programs to keep kids learn-
ing in school—something positive, rather
than learning something negative on the
streets—when during the hours after school
the juvenile crime rate soars.

None of this would have been possible if
the police officers of the country hadn’t been
willing to come to the Congress and say,
‘‘Hey, this works. Help us keep these kids
out of trouble in the first place.’’ So we thank
you for that as well.

America is grateful for the hard work of
our men and women in uniform. Every day
you make our streets and schools safer, our
homes more secure, and in so doing—make
no mistake about it—you make freedom
more real for the American people. We know
you can’t do it alone. We’ve tried to be good
partners. We intend to be better partners as
we move to the next century.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. at the
Alexandria Police Station. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Kerry J. Donley of Alexandria;
and Chief Charles E. Samarra and Officer Irma
Rivera, Alexandria Police Department. The Presi-
dent also referred to the Community Oriented Po-
lice Services (COPS) program.

Proclamation 7162—Religious
Freedom Day, 1999

January 14, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Religious Freedom Day we com-
memorate a landmark achievement in the
history of our Nation: the adoption in 1786
by the Virginia legislature of a religious free-
dom statute. This historic legislation, drafted
by Thomas Jefferson and co-sponsored by
James Madison, was designed to prevent reli-
gious discrimination and to protect Virginians
from pressure to join or support any church.
It served as the model for the First Amend-
ment of our Constitution, the guarantee of
freedom of religion that has beckoned so
many people fleeing persecution to seek
sanctuary in this land.

Americans are a deeply religious people,
and our right to worship as we choose, to
follow our own personal beliefs, is the source
of much of our Nation’s strength. Our
churches, synagogues, mosques, temples,
and other houses of worship are centers of
community service and community life. They
preserve and promote the values and reli-
gious traditions that have infused our efforts
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to build a civil society based on mutual re-
spect, compassion, and generosity. They pro-
vide our children with the moral compass to
make wise choices.

America’s reverence for religious freedom
and religious tolerance has saved us from
much of the hatred and violence that have
plagued so many other peoples around the
world. We have always been vigilant in pro-
tecting this freedom, but our efforts cannot
stop at our own shores. We cannot ignore
the suffering of men and women across the
globe today who are harassed, imprisoned,
tortured, and executed simply for seeking to
live by their own beliefs. Freedom of religion
is a fundamental human right that must be
upheld by every nation and guaranteed by
every government. The promotion of reli-
gious freedom for all peoples must continue
to serve as a central element of our foreign
policy.

Reflecting our steadfast commitment to
this goal, last fall the Congress passed, and
I was proud to sign into law, the International
Religious Freedom Act of 1998. This legisla-
tion enhances our ability to advance freedom
of religion for men and women of all faiths
throughout the world. It also establishes a
new position at the Department of State—
the Ambassador at Large for International
Religious Freedom—to ensure that religious
liberty concerns receive consistent and ap-
propriate attention at the highest policy-
making levels.

On Religious Freedom Day, let us give
thanks for this precious right that has so pro-
foundly shaped and sustained our Nation,
and let us strengthen our efforts to share its
blessings with oppressed peoples every-
where.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 1999,
as Religious Freedom Day. I call upon the
people of the United States to observe this
day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs, and I urge all Americans to
reaffirm their devotion to the fundamental
principles of religious freedom and religious
tolerance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of January, in

the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 19, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 20.

Remarks to the Global Forum for
Reinventing Government
January 15, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you. Mr.
Vice President, Madam Secretary, Mr. Nye,
Prime Minister Shipley, Vice President Bell,
to the leaders of other nations and inter-
national organizations; Mr. Smith from the
Ford Foundation and all the others from the
private sector in America; and I want to say
a special word of thanks to the employees
of our Government who are here, without
which none of this could be done.

I was glad to hear the joke that the rep-
resentatives from Thailand told yesterday. I
have cut a lot of redtape sideways in my life.
I was glad to hear you laugh at the Vice Presi-
dent’s remark about using plain language in
Government regulations. I think that must
be a common problem throughout the world.
But mostly, I’m glad to see you in such a
good frame of mind about this.

You know, one of the problems with hav-
ing a continuous reinventing Government ef-
fort is that it almost never gets any headlines
in the newspaper, and most people who
cover it think it is about as exciting as watch-
ing paint dry. [Laughter] So I think that
means that if you’re going to do this, you
need sort of an extra dose of determination
and good humor, because I believe it is truly
one of the most important things that those
of us in public life today can do.

I’ve been interested in this for a long time.
When I was the Governor of my State, we
had what I believe was the first State govern-
mentwide ongoing effort in the country.
When I became President, I knew we had
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